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SLAVERY IN AMERICA  

Baptist, Edward E., The Half Has Never Been Told: Slavery and the Making of American Capitalism. Basic Books, 
2014. 

Becket, Sven and Rockman, Seth, Slavery’s Capitalism: A New History of Economic Development. 2016. 

Bennett, Lerone Jr., Before the Mayflower: The History of the Negro in America, 1619-1964.  Penguin, 1962 (2nd 
edition 1966) 

Franklin, John Hope and Alfred A. Moss, From Slavery to Freedom: A History of African Americans. Random 
House, originally published 1947, 8th edition 2000 

Sublette, Ned and Constance, The American Slave Coast. 2016. 

Horton, James and Lois Horton, Slavery and the Making of America. Oxford University Press, 2006. 

Zinn, Howard, A People's History of the United States. Harper Modern Classics edition 2005.   

 

THE CHURCH AND RACE 

Beirne, Francis F. St. Paul's Parish, Baltimore: A Chronicle of the Mother Church.  Baltimore: Horn-Shafer, 1967.  

 Chandler (Green), Phyllis L. Heritage of Hope and Sacrifice: The Remarkable Journeys of Rev. William Levington 
(St. James' Lafayette Square history). Uptown Press, 2002. 

Cone, James H., The Cross and the Lynching Tree. Orbis Books, 2013. 

Dorn. T. Felder, Challenges On the Emmaus Road: Episcopal Bishops Confront Slavery, Civil War, and 
Emancipation, University of South Carolina, 2013. 

DeWolf, Thomas Norman, Inheriting the Trade: A Northern Family Confronts Its Legacy as the Largest Stave-
Trading Dynasty in U.S. History.  Beacon Press, 2008 

Garrow, David J., Bearing the Cross: Martin Luther King Jr. and the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.  
Wm Morrow, 1986.  

Hein, David and Gardiner Shattuck, The Episcopalians. Church Publishing, 2005. 

Hood, Robert E. Begrimed and Black: Christian Traditions on Blacks and Blackness. Augsburg Fortress, 1994. 

Hood, Robert E.  Social Teaching in the Episcopal Church. Morehouse, 1990 

Hopkins, Dwight N., ed. Black Faith and Public Talk: Critical Essays on James H. Cone's Black Theology and Black 
Power.  Orbis, 1999. 

King, Martin Luther, Jr., Why We Can't Wait,1964. 



 
 

Lewis, Harold T., Yet With A Steady Beat: The African American Struggle for Recognition in the Episcopal Church. 
Trinity Press Int'l, 1996. 

Newman, Richard S., Freedom's Prophet: Bishop Richard Allen, the AME Church and the Black Founding Fathers.  
New York University Press, 2008 (includes material about Absalom Jones, first African American 
Episcopal priest) 

Rodman, Edward W., Let There Be Peace Among Us: A Story of the Union of Black Episcopalians.  Union of Black 
Episcopalians, 1989. 

Rodman, Edward W., True To Our God, True to Our Native Land.  Episcopal Urban Caucus. 1993. 

Shattuck, Gardiner H. Jr., Episcopalians and Race: Civil War to Civil Rights.  University of Kentucky Press, 2000. 

Wood, Forrest G., The Arrogance of Faith, Christianity and Race in America from the Colonial Era to the 
Twentieth Century.  Knopf, 2009 

 

MARYLAND AND RACE 

Baum, Howard S. Brown in Baltimore. 2010. 

Maryland State Archives (Annapolis) and University of Maryland (College Park).  A Guide to the History of Slavery 
in Maryland, 2007.  

McBride, Jack, In Carrie's Footprints: The Long Walk of Warren Dorsey. Ashleigh-Reid Publishers, 2014. 

Moore, Wes, The Other Wes Moore. 2010. 

Phillips, Christopher, Freedom's Port: The African America Community of Baltimore 1790 – 1860. University of Of 
Illinois, 1997. 

Pietila, Antero, Not In My Neighborhood: How Bigotry Shaped a Great American City [Baltimore]. Ivan R. Dee, 
2010. 

Rockman, Seth, Scraping By:Wage Labor, Slavery and Survival in Early Baltimore.  Johns Hopkins University, 
2009. 

Smith, C. Fraser, Here Lies Jim Crow: Civil Rights In Maryland. Johns Hopkins University Press, 2008 

Wagandt, Charles L., The Mighty Revolution: Negro Emancipation in Maryland 1862-1864. Johns Hopkins Press, 
1964. 

 

JIM CROW AND MIGRATION 

Berlin, Ira, The Making of African America: The Four Great Migrations.  Viking, 2010.  

Blackmon, Douglas A. Slavery By Another Name, the Re-Enslavement of Black Americans from the Civil War to 
World War II.  Doubleday, 2008. 

Chappell, David L., A Stone of Hope: Prophetic1 Religion and the Death of Jim Crow.  University of North Carolina 
Press, 2004.  

Harding, Vincent., Hope and History: Why We Must Share the Story of the Movement. Orbis Books, 1990. 



 
 

Lemann, Nicholas, The Promised Land: The Great Black Migration and How It Changed America. 
Vintage/Random House, 1991. 

Litwack, Leon F., Trouble in Mind: Black Southerners in the Age of Jim Crow. Knopf, 1998. 

Wilkerson, Isabel, The Warmth of Other Suns: the Epic Story of American's Great Migration. Random House, 
2010, 

Woodward, C. Vann, The Strange Career of Jim Crow. Oxford, commemorative edition, 2002 (orig. 1952) 

 

CIVIL RIGHTS 

Anderson, Carol, White Rage: The Unspoken Truth of Our Racial Divide. 2016. 

Branch, Taylor, At Canaan's Edge: America in the King Years 1965-68. Simon & Schuster, 2006 

Branch, Taylor, Parting the Waters: America in the King Years, 1954-63.  Simon & Schuster, 1988 

Branch, Taylor, Pillar of Fire: America in the King Years 1964-65. Simon & Schuster, 1998.  

Hallberstam, David, The Children. Random House, 1998. 

James, Rawn Jr., Root and Branch: Charles Hamilton Houston, Thurgood Marshall, and the Struggle to End 
Segregation. Bloomsbury Press, 2013 

“Kerner Commission,” Report of the National Advisory Commission on Civil Disorders, 1965. 

Richardson, Judy and Betty Garman, et al. Hands on the Freedom Plow: Personal Accounts of Women in SNCC. 
2010. 

 

REPARATIONS AND JUSTICE 

Alexander, Michelle, The New Jim Crow: Mass Incarceration in the Age of Colorblindness. New Press, 2010. 

Bittker, Boris L., The Case for Black Reparations. Basic Books, 2003 edition. 

Coates, Ta-Nehisi., “The Case for Reparations,” The Atlantic, June 2016. 

Harvery, Jennifer.  Dear White Christians: For Those Still Longing for Racial Reconciliation. Eerdman's, 2014. 

Lawrence, Charles R. III and Mari J. Matsuda,. We Won't Go Back: Making the Case for Affirmative Action. 
Houghton Mifflin, 1997. 

Robisnon, Randall, The Debt: What America Owes to Blacks. Penguin/Plume, 2000. 

Thompson, Heather Anne, Blood in the Water: History of the Attica Prison Uprising. 2016 

Winbush, Raymond A., Should America Pay? Slavery and the Raging Debate on Reparations. 
Amistad/HarperCollins, 2003.  

 

 



 
 

WHITE PRIVILEGE 

Hale, Grace Elizabeth, Making Whiteness: The Culture of Segregation in the South, 1890-1940. Pantheon Books, 
1998. 

Harris, Paula and Doug Schaupp, Being White: Finding Our Place in a Multiethnic World. InterVarsity Press, 2010. 
 
Harvey, Jennifer, Karen A. Case and Robin Hawley Gorsline, eds., Disrupting White Supremacy From Within, 

White People on What We Need to Do.  Pilgrim Press, 2004.   

Ignatiev, Noel, How the Irish Became White. 1995. 

Irving, Derby, Waling Up White. 2014. 

Kivel, Paul. Uprooting Racism: How White People Can Work for Racial Justice. 2011. 

Painter, Nell Irvin. The History of White People. WW Norton, 2010. 

Tochluk, Shelly. Witnessing Whiteness: The Need to Talk About Race and How to Do It, Rowman and Littlefield 
Education, 2010. 

 
Wise, Tim. Colorblind: The Rise of Post-Racial Politics and the Retreat from Racial Equality, City Lights Media, 

2010. 

Wise, Tim. White Like Me: Reflections on Race from a Privileged Son, Soft Skull Press, 2005. 
 
 
WHERE WE ARE NOW  

Dyson, Michael Eric, Tears We Cannot Stop: A Sermon to White America, St. Martin's Press, 2017 

Isenberg, Nancy, White Trash: The 400 Year untold history of class in America. 2016. 

Kendi, Ibram X. Stamped from the beginning: a history of racist ideas in America. 2016. 

Kozol, Jonathan, The Shame of the Nation: The Restoration of Apartheid Schooling in America. Crown, 2005. 

Skloot, Rebecca, The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks.  Crown, 2010. 

Takaki, Ronald, A Different Mirror: A History of Multicultural America. Little-Brown, 1993. 

 
RECONCILIATION 

Brooks, Roy L., Atonement and Forgiveness: a New Model for Black Reparations. University of California, 2004. 

de Gruchy, John W., Reconciliation: Restoring Justice.  Fortress, 2002. 

Tutu, Desmond, No Future Without Forgiveness. Doubleday, 1999. 

 

BIOGRAPHY/AUTOBIOGRAPHY 

Cronon, E.David, Black Moses:The Story of Marcus Garvey and the Universal Negro Improvement Association. 
1955. 



 
 

Delany, Sarah and Elizabeth, Having Our Say. Dell, 1993. (Daughters of the first Black Bishop in the Episcopal 
Church) 

Douglass, Frederick, Narrative of the Life of Frederick Douglass, An American Slave, Written by Himself. Belknap 
Press/Harvard University Press, 1960 edition, edited by Benjamin Quarles. 

Franklin. John Hope, Mirror to America. Farrar, Straus and Giroux, 2005. 

Gibson, Larry S., Young Thurgood: The Making of a Supreme Court Justice. Prometheus, 2012. 

Jacobs, Harriet, Incidents in the Life of a Slave Girl. 1861. 

Lawrence Lightfoot, Sara, Balm in Gilead. Addison Wesley, 1988 [biography of Margaret Lawrence, first African 
American woman to attend and graduate from Cornell medical school] 

Lewis, David Levering. W.E.B. Du Bois (Vol I) Biography of a Race, 1868-1919. Henry Holt 1993.  (Vol II) The Fight 
For Equality and the American Century,  

Moody, Anne, Coming of Age in Mississippi. 1968. 

Murray, Pauli Song in a Weary Throat republished by University of Tennessee Press, 1989 as Autobiography of a 
Black Activist, Feminist, Lawyer, Priest and Poet.  

Murray, Pauli, Proud Shoes: The Story of an American Family. 1956, republished by Beacon Press, 1999. 1919-
1963. Henry Holt 2000. 

Scott, Patricia Bell, The Firebrand and the First Lady: Portrait of a Friendship, Pauli Murray, Eleanor Roosevelt, 
and the Struggle for Social Justice. 2016. 

X, Malcolm Autobiography of Malcolm X. 1965. 

Washington, Booker T., Up From Slavery. 1901. 

 

FICTION AND LETTERS  

Angelou, Maya I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings. 1969. 

Baldwin, James. The Fire Next Time. 1963. 

Beals, Melba Patilla, Warriors Don't Cry. 1994. 

Butler, Octavia, Kindred. 1979. 

Cheuse, Alan, Song of Slaves in the Desert. 2011. 

Chinua Achebe, Things Fall Apart. 1958. 

Curtis, Christopher Paul The Watson's go to Birmingham. 1995. 

Due, Tananarive, The Black Rose (fictionalization bio of Madam CJ Walker). 2000. 

Durham, David Anthony, Gabriel's Story. 2001.  

Ellison, Ralph, Invisible Man. Random House, 1947.  

Gyasi, Yaa, Homegoing. 2016.  



 
 

Hansberry, Lorraine A Raisin in the Sun. 1959. 

King, Martin Luther Jr. Letter From A Birmingham Jail. 1963. 

Lewis, John, March vol. 1-3. 2013 

Morrison, Toni, Beloved. 1987. 

Morrison, Toni, The Bluest Eye, 1970. 

Perkins-Valdez, Dolen Wench. 2010. 

Pitts, Jr., Leonard, Freeman. 2012. 

Porter, Connie, Meet Addy. 1993. 

Stockett, Kathryn, The Help. GP Putnam's Son, 2009.  

Taylor, Mildred D. Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry. 1976. 

Walker, Alice The Color Purple. 1982. 

Whitehead, Colson, The Underground Railroad. 2016.  

 

CHILDREN’S BOOKS 

Berry, Mary Frances, My Face is Black Is True.  Knopf, 1999. 

Coles, Robert, The Story of Ruby Bridges. Scholastic, 1995. 

de Angeli, Marguerite. Bright April. Doubleday, 1946. [First children's book to address racial prejudice set in 
Germantown PA] 

Hoose, Philip, Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice.  Farrar Straus Giroux, 2009. 

Taylor, Mildred D., Roll of Thunder, Hear My Cry, Dial Press, 1976 

Wesr, Rachel, Selma, Lord, Selma, 1997. 

 

DVD 

Mine Eyes Have Seen the Savior 

 Office of Black Ministries. The Episcopal Church Center, 815 Second Avenue, New York NY 10017. A 2 volume” 
video of oral and historical stories that have shaped Black Ministries in the Episcopal Church. 

Traces of the Trade: A Story from the Deep North.  

The story of the DeWolf Family, Episcopalians in Rhode Island, the richest slave-trading family in the history of 
the United States. 

The Black Power Mixtape  

The Black Power Mixtape 1967–1975 is a 2011 documentary film, directed by Göran Olsson, that examines the 
evolution of the Black Power Movement in American society from 1967 to 1975. 2011. 



 
 

Moonlight 

A look at three defining chapters in the life of Chiron, a young black man growing up in Miami. His epic journey 
to manhood is guided by the kindness, support and love of the community that helps raise him. 2017. 

The Rebirth of a Nation (examines white supremacist and black stereotypical imagery in Birth of a Nation) 

DJ Spooky examines D.W. Griffith's controversial film "The Birth of a Nation." 2007. 

12 Years a Slave 

In the years before the Civil War, Solomon Northup, a free black man from upstate New York, is kidnapped and 
sold into slavery in the South. Subjected to the cruelty of one malevolent owner. he also finds 
unexpected kindness from another, as he struggles continually to survive and maintain some of his 
dignity. Then in the 12th year of the disheartening ordeal, a chance meeting with an abolitionist from 
Canada changes Solomon's life forever. 2013. 

I Am Not Your Negro 

In 1979, James Baldwin wrote a letter to his literary agent describing his next project, "Remember This House." 
The book was to be a revolutionary, personal account of the lives and assassinations of three of his close 
friends: Medgar Evers, Malcolm X and Martin Luther King, Jr. At the time of Baldwin's death in 1987, he 
left behind only 30 completed pages of this manuscript. Filmmaker Raoul Peck envisions the book James 
Baldwin never finished. 2017. 

Get Out 

Now that Chris and his girlfriend, Rose, have reached the meet-the-parents milestone of dating, she invites him 
for a weekend getaway upstate with Missy and Dean. At first, Chris reads the family's overly 
accommodating behavior as nervous attempts to deal with their daughter's interracial relationship, but 
as the weekend progresses, a series of increasingly disturbing discoveries lead him to a truth that he 
never could have imagined. 2017. 

Dear White People 

Dear White People is an upcoming American satirical television series based on the 2014 film of the same name. 
Justin Simien will return to write and direct several episodes of the series. Ten 30-minute episodes have 
been ordered by Netflix. 2017. 

Hidden Figures 

Three brilliant African-American women at NASA -- Katherine Johnson, Dorothy Vaughan and Mary Jackson -- 
serve as the brains behind one of the greatest operations in history: the launch of astronaut John Glenn 
(Glen Powell) into orbit, a stunning achievement that restored the nation's confidence, turned around 
the Space Race and galvanized the world. 2016. 

Belle 

The illegitimate, mixed-race daughter of a British admiral plays an important role in the campaign to abolish 
slavery in England. 2014. 

Fruitvale Station 

Though he once spent time in San Quentin, 22-year-old black man Oscar Grant is now trying hard to live a clean 
life and support his girlfriend and young daughter. Flashbacks reveal the last day in Oscar's life, in which 



 
 

he accompanied his family and friends to San Francisco to watch fireworks on New Year's Eve, and, on 
the way back home, became swept up in an altercation with police that ended in tragedy. Based on a 
true story. 2013. 

Time: The Kalief Browder Story 

The criminal justice system tragically failed 16-year-old Kalief Browder, who spent three years in Rikers Island jail 
awaiting trial -- two of those years in solitary confinement -- after being arrested for allegedly stealing a 
backpack. The case was never prosecuted, the charges were ultimately dropped, and Browder 
committed suicide after his release. His story and the challenges it poses to a basic understanding of 
American liberties are central to this six-part documentary. It's a comprehensive review of the case, 
using first-person accounts, archival footage, and cinematic re-creations of key scenes from Browder's 
life. Exclusive interviews with a wide range of people connected to the story, from politicians to close 
friends and family members to social reformers, are also featured. 2017. 

Bamboozled 

A blistering satire of network television's pitfalls and prejudices, a humorous look at how race, ratings and the 
pursuit of power lead to a television writer's stunning rise and tragic downfall. Pierre Delacroix, a young, 
Harvard-educated man, who is the sole person of color, writing for an upstart network with floundering 
ratings. Despite several attempts, Delacroix has yet to see any of his concepts go into production. 2000. 

Paris is Burning (explored intersection of race class and gender and the history of drag in 80s NYC) 

This documentary focuses on drag queens living in New York City and their "house" culture, which provides a 
sense of community and support for the flamboyant and often socially shunned performers. Groups 
from each house compete in elaborate balls that take cues from the world of fashion. Also touching on 
issues of racism and poverty, the film features interviews with a number of renowned drag queens, 
including Willi Ninja, Pepper LaBeija and Dorian Corey. 1990. 

Daughters of the Dust 

At the dawn of the 20th century, a family in the Gullah community of coastal South Carolina -- former West 
African slaves who adopted many of their ancestors' Yoruba traditions -- suffers a generational split. 
Young Haagar wants to move to the mainland away from tradition-bound matriarch Nana. Former 
prostitute Yellow Mary gets a cold shoulder when she returns to the island with her female lover, 
especially from her sister Viola. 1991. 

Underground 

Driven by the dreams of a courageous blacksmith named Noah, some plantation slaves in 1850s Georgia band 
together to attempt a daring escape. The fight for their lives, their futures and their freedom leads to 
Noah's risk-filled plan to travel hundreds of miles away via the Underground Railroad. The landmark 10-
episode anthology is created by Misha Green and Joe Pokaski, and co-executive produced by John 
Legend, who also oversees the series' score, soundtrack and musical elements. 2016. 
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